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JOCK STAR: Displayed are Ted Williams and Joe DiMaggio jerseys; a box-

ing glove signed by Ali and Frazier; and the mold for the Heisman Trophy.

By ANGELA MONTEFINISE

A slice of sports heaven is
coming to the Big Apple.

The $100 million Sports Mu-
seum of America will open down-
town Wednesday, unveiling
eclectic exhibits that range from
the original Heisman Trophy to
the shoes gold-medal
Kerri Strug used to stick her
Olympic vault landing with a
sprained ankle.

Locate%};;;oss ufﬁ'om Wall

s ing Bull” statue at
26 Broadway, the museum is full
of New York sports memories,
including the 1996 Yankees
World Series trophy; Joe Na-
math’s Super Bowl III football;
Derek Jeter’'s Little League un-
iform; Reggie Jackson’s 1977
- World Series bat; a Lou Carne-
secca sweater; Willis Reed’s 1970
Knicks playoﬂ‘ jersey; and late
Mets owner Joan Payson’s hat.

Pieces of the soon-to-be-demol-

ished Yankee and Shea stadiums
will likely be added to a collec-
tion that already features a part of
the original Yankee Stadium fa-
cade, a brick from Ebbets Field
and the home plate from the final
game at the Polo Grounds.

Visitors can engage in dozens
of interactive exhibits — picking
up bats used by major leaguers
like A-Rod; playing broadcaster
and calling great moments in
sports history; or peering through
a goalie mask equipped with a
video screen to see what Rangers
goalie Henrik Lundqvist sees.

The museum is the brainchild
of Philip Schwalb, a Manhattan
entertainment-industry exec who

took on $120,000 in credit-card
debt to get the project started in
200L

The idea came to him during
his first visit to the Basketball
Hall of Fame in Springfield,
Mass., on Sept. 10, 200L, his 39th
bi

irthday.

“I thought there should be one
convenient place for fans to go to
just get a taste of everything,” he
said.

& Opening: Wednesday
B Where: 26 Broadway

® Hours: Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Saturday
and Sunday, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.

B Ticket Price: Adults $27; seniors (60+) and
students, $24; children (4-14) $20; kids under 4, free

i What's Inside: Memorabilia from all major sports;
interactive exhibits and movies; Women’s Sports
Hall of Fame; International Women’s Sports Center

1 GIANT LEAP
FOR FANKIND

The World Trade Center at-
tacks the next day became a “per-
sonal catalyst” to act on his
epiphany.

Schwalb has contracts with 60
nonprofit  partners,  including

every major sports hall of fame in
North America. They loan the
museum exhibits and get public-
ity and a portion of the museum’s
revenue. Schwalb is aiming for 1
million visitors this year.
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